
Community-Based Job Training Grants 
Blue Ridge Community College 

  

 
Grantee: Blue Ridge Community College 
 
Industry Focus: Advanced Manufacturing 
  
Key Partners: Merck & Co. Inc.; Shickel Corporation; Coors Brewing Company; Hollister; 
Specialty Blades; Tyco Electronics; McQuay International; NIBCO of Virginia, Inc.; Alcoa Inc.; 
and Objective Industries Inc.; Valley Roundtable for Manufacturing; Virginia Department of 
Business Assistance; Shenandoah Valley Partnership and Workforce Investment Board, 
(SVWIB); the Office of Adult Education and Literacy; the Virginia Department of Education; 
James Madison University; Old Dominion University; and several area school districts, school 
boards and technical schools. 
 
Grant Amount:  $1,977,131 
  
Leveraged Amount:  $525,000 
 
Location of Grant Activities: Shenandoah Valley, Virginia (including Staunton, Waynesboro 
and Harrisonburg cities and Augusta and Rockingham counties) 
  
Challenge:  Manufacturing plays a vital role in the Shenandoah Valley, employing 19 percent of 
the region’s workforce. Additional jobs are expected to be created in the region as a result of 
both new business growth and the expansion of existing manufacturing facilities. However, an 
aging workforce combined with a lack of interest in science, technology, engineering and math 
among members of the emerging workforce have created the potential for a shortage of skilled 
workers in advanced manufacturing.  
  
Addressing the Challenge: The Manufacturing Careers for Tomorrow project seeks to grow the 
pipeline of skilled workers by reaching out to youth; providing professional development for 
high school faculty and administrators; and by appointing career coaches to assist students in 
developing career pathways. Blue Ridge Community College will increase dual enrollment 
opportunities in STEM and Career and Technical Education courses and introduce students and 
parents to the opportunities available in manufacturing. A new Associate’s in Applied Sciences 
in Technical Studies degree and two new career studies certificates will be developed to provide 
industry with a stream of skilled workers. Incumbent workers will also be supported with 
funding for apprenticeship training.  
 
Projected Outcomes:  

• 600 incumbent workers will be trained/retained 
• 45 students will be enrolled in one of three new programs. The AAS in Technical Studies 

program. the Industrial Mechanical Technology certificate program, or the Industrial 
Electrical Technology certificate program 

• 150 students will earn dual enrollment credits 
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